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ON othe concernedf Ce on ſgiencei things pro- 
8 per tsGod are of the higheſt i 1m og . 

LS ; 2 deliberate in afs relative of chem 

ne eellt be the greateſt proidence | Jince We 


herein, certainly incurs druine diſt pleaſure, anda 
þ & 3g | 


eſt buys his repentance at - \fodehr\ a® Tate, "ar bo | 
Y- ſoever the ſpotls hr ders: | be thay 
wil by Ingen! too bo bg to parehaſje 
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Eo! þ as they are) a wins in me to preſent any 
4 thing ſo naked of ſplendid” Titles to the moſt emi- = 

| nent Perſon inthe Kingdom, yet they ſo far miſtake | 
| me, as well as true _ that tis the very great 
| ſharel ba Priqcely Offfc 
the duels hy ptivate.dbkgations, 
| as wellas be great love | owe my Countrey, 
| that have neceſeitated me tothis addreſs, before the- 
| late Af has made too great a progreſs in it: well 
| knowing it is the common infelicity of Princes (and 
| conſequently of their people) that they are forced 
| to ſee, hear,and.a&t by Proxy; and ſuch Perſons 
| £00, who ſometimes out of prejudice or intereſt , ru- 
| ine others, not leſs deſerving, and. in their incline» 
| £5015 more. loyahand peaceable, then: themſelves : 
| which, if it ſhews-qur Jeatouſre of them. it do's not 
| [eſs expreſs our.confidencein. Thee, - For nor to 
z | play the Paraſi te (atrade as much below the plaineſs 
(7 myprinciple, ai.the di pnity of my. cauſe) megene- 
rally þ ave made this one-interpretation of cur ſufſe- 
ring , that it has-r ather been. the effe# of ihat ad- 
ag the Law Kine 0 ohr peeviſh peers cles 
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for want of any inclination in Thee rodevent 


Ou becaulas we have. oy the freguels oy 


*%. 
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Fence of thy (lemency, andthat' with ill fu ceſs 


to pablick aff airs, we are the more  inconraged to ſol- 
| Jdictts the continuation of it, ina time, when nothing 


an earth beſides the interpoſal of thy Authority,\can 


diſappoint the greedy deſigns of /000) to rHInE us, f 


not them to .0 


. In ſhort there b three things which vith Fr ane ; 


| reſpett. WecraVve; 


Firſt, thy ſedate confi Ow, of our ary 


ing. reaſons and teſti meniesagainſt impoſition, 


reſtraintand perſecutiang zechahble brieFob- 


| ſervations upon the late A; - 


. Secondly, to deliberate +" OP ir "RY PAY 


ence or intereſtthar\will inſtigare: any to perſe- 


cute us, and whieh-of them usthatitcan fober- 


ly be thoug he to eAft us in a way of ſepars- 


tion, ſince 7 much trouble attends us for 1t. 


Thirdly, that it would pleaſe thee dad 
derwho and what we arc,no- Plotters, no Diſ- 
tur- 


' :turbers;, -nofyerdeboiſtor inexemplary'Per- 

By ow _ although we fear the ill will of ſome "oy 7 2a | 

*  _qhemrwponucd tains nemmonfirantes. 

-\. Bat u people whoſe tender anſlintes do Fey 

geen mita-a difcent from the preſent eftabliſh- 
:»Gnts, x 20ers perſwade them to an hearty | - 
compliance with all Neb Laws for the external 700d | 
and benefit of our countrey; whileft we have great 

 cauſeto ſuſpefthe Fomenters of theſe ſeverities 4- 

| «Sainfkur; have as little tepard ' for the one as the o- 

' ther,and bow ſhouldtbey that have fovery much for 
themſelves. 1, 

, Toronclude' tf hoy chuſet rather to pleaſe e the AL| 
mighty then ſome one angry Party of men,&to cor- 
reſpond with the meekneſsof the ok. to 
own:the antherity of :the '$ eriptures, pr eſerve natural 

Aﬀethion, purſne the diftats of yrobt hot athyance 
theintereſt of Government,s in the Tuſtice, Prudence 
Felicity of it; co laſt of all toembracethe authort- 
Hes of the greateſt;wiſoſt & beſt "Wen'th their times, 
then to gratlfy the bent, envy an Fvarice bfonr ad. 


verſaries 


verſaries:ſuffer us not to be prey'd upon,nor our 


eſtates to be led in triumph by every ſturdy + 


| Begger & nalicious [nformer,astheir Trophies. 


| tobe deſn'd by the greateſt Prince, & whic 
beartily wifh\'d T hine, by one who will be ready and 


and our Forfeits, for conſcience ſake, but rather 
aiſcountenance ſuch proceedingy cr inevnragy virtue 


| in all. which,as it will betruly Noble, Chriſtian 


and Prudent, ſo will it indubitably renderT hee bleſt 
of God, and beloved of vertuous men, an —_—_ 
1s very 


diligent to obey thee in all juſt commands, 


THE CONTENT<sS. 
Chap. 1. 
T Hit Gods prerogative is invaded by Impoſition, Reftraing, 


and P.rſecution: (2) they robbe 3 God of his Right of 
C:cation :' (2} they ſuppolcintallibility in man,contrar 

to Preteſtant-principles:(3) Man attributes all to himſelf, 

and takes Gods (hare 2nd his own too0:(4) it defeats the work of his 


[ 


grace: (5) they atlumethe judgment Scat.. 
| | Chap. 2. 

They overturn the Chriſtian Religion, (Tt) inthe nature of it, 
which is mccknefs, (2) in the praQtice of it, wiich is ſuffering, (3) 
in thepromotion of 1e , finceall further diſcoveries are prohibited: 
(4) inthe rewards of it, which are eicrnal» TR 
TO C hap. 3. | 

They oppoſe the platneſt teſtimonies of Divine Writ that can be 
which condemn all force upon conſcience. x 

_ Chap, 4. t 

They are enemies to the privieggs of nature, (1) asrcndrirg 
ſome more, and others Ic{s then Men, (2) as ſubverting the vniver- 
ſal Principle of good that is Gods giſtto men: { 3) as deſtroying all 
natural affefion. Next they are .cnemies to the noble principle of 
| Reaſon, as appears in many pon inſtances, | 
, | od 5 . 

They carry a controdiQtion to G6 Ivernment, (1) io the nature of 
it, which is Juſtice: (2) in the execution of it , whichts » cudence : 
(3) in the cnd of ity which is Felicity. 

| Po © hap. Go | 

T hey refie& upon the ſenſe and praftile of the wiſeſt , greateſt and 
beſt Statcs, and Perſons of ancient and moderu timcs:as of the Jews. 
Romans, Egyptians, Germans, French, Hellanders , nay T arkes and + 
| Perſians too. And Cats, Lovy, Tacitus, Inſtin Martyr, Terta'lian, 
Iovianns, Chancer, D ominicus Soto, Malvetzy Grotizs, Sit Walter 
Raleigh, Deftor and Student. French and Dutch Proteſtants in Eng- 
land: A nameleſs but great Perſon, Dr, Hamond, Dr. Tayler, King 
Tames and King Charles the Firſts | rs | 
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CH AP. 1, - 


T hat Impoſutron, Reſtraint, and Perſecution 
for ( onſcience ſake, highly invade divine 
Prerogattve.and diveſt the Almighty of 

a right due to none beſide himſelf, and that 


en froe eminent particulars, 


| S Heoreat caſe of Liberty of Conſcience (o oft:n 

9) £2 debated and defended Boe diſſitisfa&os 
| z5l pet rily to ſuca as have ſo little conſcience a5 10 perſes 
<=>D> cute ſor it) is once more broughc to publique 
view by a late C42 for perſecution , that we all hop'd the 
wiſdom of our Rulers had long fince laidaftic, as whir 
was fitter to be paſy'd into au AT of Oblivion. The Jo 
 domesarcallarum'd at ir, andthouſands greatly at aſtand, 
. wondring wh ſhould be the meaning ot ſuch haſty reſ0- 
Jutions, that ſecm as fatal as they were unexpeRed 2: Some 
«sk what Wronz they hve done , others what Peace they beve 
broken, and «ll what Plots they have form'd to prejudice the 
. preſent Government, or occaſions given to hatch new jea/oufies 
of them and their proceedings , being not conſcious to them< 

elyes of guilty in any ſuch reſpeR, 

For my own part , I publickly confeſs my ſelf to be a 
very hearty Diſſenter from the eHabliſh d worſhip of the(e 


Neto 


J 
/ 


| k 
ous, 25 believing propeſtings ro have much degenerated 
from their firſt principles, and as owning the poor deſpis 


te pddogrineto'” 


his moſt holy, ſtraight and narrow > the 
eternal reſt, In all which I know nq T rea/0p, nor any prins 
ciple that would urge meto a thonght injurious ro the cis 
vil peace. Ifany be defteQive in this particular, *cis equal, 
bcth Individuals and whole Soczetzes ſhould anſwer for their 


own defaults, but weare clear. : "> oh 
- -However, all conclude that Yn» very omingus and # 1= 
| bappy; which inakes the firſt diſcovery of it ſelf, by a 10br 
Bapti- 5 headin a charger , They mcan that Feaſtſome are 
dcfign'd ro make upoa the liberties and properties of Frees 
born Engliſh men, ſizee to have the intale of thoſe undoubied 
hereditary Rights cut off for matters purely relative of another 
world) is 4 ſevere beheading inthe Law ; which muſt be ob - 
vious toall, but ſuch as meaſure the juſtice of things onely 
by that proportion they bear with their own Intercſt, 
A fortofmen, that ſeck themſelves , though at the ap- 
parent loſs of whole Socicties,'/ike to 1hat barbarous Fancy 
of old, which had rather that Rome ſhould burn, then It be 
without the [atisfattion if” a boxe fire: And lad it is, when 
men have fo far ftupificd their underſtandings with the 
; Prong doſes of their private intereft, as to become inſenfible 
of the Publicks. Certainly ſuch an over-fondneſs tar [elf, 
or that. ſtrong inclination , to raiſe themſelves in the ruine 
». of whatdoes not.ſo much oppoſe them, asthat they-will 
believe {o, becauſe they would be perſecuting , isa mali- 
$adg enomy to that Tranquillity, which all d:fenting 
ug es ſeem bo belleve, wonld be the conſequence of a Taleras 
IE .- | 


Tn 


a Wotnas 105 AAS rage oo . — 


__ Inſhort we (ay, there can be but two ends in Perſecutton, 
the one to ſatisfy ( which none can ever ds yihe inſatioble ap ye 


tites of a decimating cleargy , whoſe beſt atgurhents ave Files and Im- 
priſouments, and the other , as thinking therein they tos Cod pood 
Service; bur tis ſo hateful a rhing upon any account;thar ſhall 
make it appear by this enſuing viſor, tobe a declar'd e- 
nemy to God , Religion,” and the good of bamatie 0 F 
The whole-will be ſmall, ſince it-is'an"Ep%oy-6fne Harper 
atra& then ten ſheets 3 yet divides itfefincs theſame parti- 
culars,every of which pines, agan{t inp frid,06- 
ſtraint, and Perſecution, though not'wikifthatſcopevfreaſon 
(nor conſequently pleafure 'to'the RealiersJ-\-beingibyorther 
contingent diſappoinements limitied't&&natrow Nite, ©-: - 

- Firſt then,we (ay char 7mpoſition; Re Fraint, and? [Falter 
for matters relating to Conſcience ; direRlyih ud dpugntopre- 
rogatiUe, and diveſts the Almighty of a duz, propet t0-nane-beſtles 
bimfelf. And this we prove by theſe five particulars, .> 

I. . Firſt, if we do allow the honor of our Creationg as due 
to Golonly , and-thar no othier befides himfelt 'endoiy's. us 
with thoſe excellent gifts of Z:derffariding ; Reafony' Judgment 
and Faith, and conſequently that he only is the obje& as wells 
as author; borh of our Fa:th, worſhip, and Service, then whoever 
M1111 interpoſe their Authority ro ena Faith, and: Worſhip, in 
a way that ſeems not ro us congruots with what he has aifco+ 
ver'd to: us, to be Faith, and bay, ( whoſe alone property cit 


is todo it), or to reſtrain us from what we are perfwaded: iy 
our indi[pencible duty, they evidently uſurp this Authority, 8 
invacd his incommunica ple right otGovernment over Conſcia 
ence , for the inſpiration of the Almighty, gives anier ftandilp, uad. 
Faith 8s the gift of God, [ates the drome whit, © OO OUT 
2, Secondly, ſuch Magifteriall determinations, varry au ruvident 
claim to that infa[libility, which protefiants-have been hitherto: 
ſo jealous of owning; thatro avoydthe'PaprAs, they have des 
nied it. tO al].bur God himfelf, ” 3 {6 i i; h dont: oy f oe) NY 
_ Either they have torſook their 91d plea; or ifnot; wedefire: 


'B CI GA Vai. \ «\ | 9? .00* 


v4 +, _toknow,when,and where,men were inveſted wich that divine 
|  'cKcelency., and chat [mpoſitions Reſtrarnt, and Perſecution, were 
_ »deem'd by God the fruus of bis ſpirit. z However, that it ſelf 

; were nor ſufficient ; for unleſs it appears as well to vs, ther 

” _they have it, as to them who bave it, we cannot beleive it up-| 
- on any;convinceing eyidence;bur by tradition onely; an A-1s- 


brozs ma 


's honor to axot rg 


(C 234; | 
beart ad tries the yenns, it is our daty to aſcrive the gifts of under- 
- ſtanding and fauh nibout nbich none-can pleaſe God, | 


= _ CHAP. 1 I, 


 Thenext great evil which attends externall force in mat- 
ters of farth and worſhip , 15 20 leſs thes the oVerthrowe of the whole 
Chriftian Religion, and this we will briefly evidence inLtheſe 
four particulars, 1, Firſt that there can be nothing more re- 
mote from'the nature 2. Secondly the praflice, thirdly the pro- 
motion 4. Fourthly the reward of it. 7 ey 

1, Fir | it is the priviledge of the Chriſtian faith above -- 
the dark ſuggeſtions of ancient and medern; ſuperſtious tradi- 
tions, tocarry with it a moſt ſelf evidenceing verity, which 
cyer was {ufficient to proſelite believers, without the weak aux- 
5laries of external power ; The ſon of God, and great example of 
. theworld, was ſo far from calling his Fathers omnipotency 
_  Inleg1095 of Angels ro his defence, that be at once repeal'd all Afs 

of force and defin'd unto us the nature of his Religion in this one 
great ſaying of his, 24y Kingdom 15. not of this world, It was 
ſpirituall, not carnall , accompanied with, weapons,as hea- 
venly asits own nature, and deſign'd for the good and fſalva- 
*tionofthe-ſoul , and not the injury and defiruRion of the bo- 
dy: no Goals, Fines, Exiles &c: but ſowndreaſon, cleeriruth, & 4 
$#ri8 life, 1n ſhort, the Chriſtian religion increars all, bur 
compells none, "A +; 

2, Secondly,that Reflraint and perſecution oVerturns the pra- 
$jſe of it; | need go no further chen.the allow'd Adartyrologzes of 
the times,of;which-the Scriptures claim a ſhare;begin with A-. 
&? go:down to Meſes., fo to.the Prophets, and then to the meck 
ex ample of Jeſus: Chrift,- How patiently devored was he , to 
undergo the contradiftions of men > and ſo far from perie- 

cuting; any,thar.he would z0t ſo much as reVile bis perſecutors. But 
. Pray d for then; thus liv'd his ,4po#les and the true Chriſtt- 
ans 2-9f the. fieſt three bugered years; Nor are the famous 


'—  repugnuitt tothe plainteftimonies and precepts of the Script wres. 


HOY NR 7. OHA 
- Stories of our firſt Reformers let in the matter; witneſs the 
'Chriſtian praiſes of the walde»ſes, Lollards, Huffites, Lutbe- 
rens, Zuinglians and out noble Martyrs, who as became the 
erue followers oe ſus Chriſt ,enacted ard'confirm'd their Relig- 
. 01, with therr own: blood and not with the blood of thetr oppoſers, 
5: - Thirdly Refirarnt and perſecution obſtruli the promotion of 
the Chriftiar: Religion) for if ſuch as reftrain,'conieſs themſelves 
miſeraple ſinners and altogetber imperfeB, it either tollowes, thae 
they never deſire to berter or that they ſhould incourage ſuch 
avmay capable: of further informing and reforming them g 
they condemn the Papiſts: for encoffening the Scriptures and 
their worſhip'in an unkhown'tongue, & yerare guilty them. 
ſelves of the {ame kind of faQ. ed EF abs 
4. Fourthly, they prevent many of Eternal rewards,for where 
 anyarereligious for fear, and that of man, 'cis ſlaviſh; and 
the recompenee of ſueh religion is condemnation, nor peace: 
beſides, *ris man thar is: ſerv'd,- who having no power. har 
awhat'is temporary , lifts reward muſt needs'be ſo too; hethat 
impoſes a duty or reſtrains from one,muſt reward,but becauſe 
no man canreward for fuch dutics z no man can or ought to 
wmpofe rhemy of reftrain from them, So that we conclude 
impoſition, reftyarht*, and perſecution , are deſtruQive of the 


Chriſtiari religion, inthenatute, praCiſc,. promotion and 


. 


fewards of ir, which are eternall. 
: 5" 17 WWE tk $04 + of 
Wefntrher ſay, that impoſition reſtraint and! perſetution ab: 


3 


The inſpirtion ofthe Almighty geves underſtanding. x 10b; 33, 8; 

_ If no mancan believe before he underſtands, and no mary 
can underftand before hie isinſpir'd of God, ther arethe im« 
| Politionsofmien'exclndetas unreaſonable, and'theits perſey 
_ Eutions for noneobedienceas inbuman, 
Tune them thev;ake connſelt but notofme, 2,' fs: 39. To 


C-IÞ-. ND: 
Wo nao them that make a man Geferde for. 4 word and {ay s 
ſnare ſor bim that reproves in the gate ( turns aſide the Jo to 
4 thing of naught 3. {{a: 29, 15.21. | IM 19 
| Let the Wyeat 44d the Tares grow together untill the time of the 
harveſt or end of tbe World, 4, Matt, 13,27. 28-39, Et 
And Jeſas call'd them unto bim, andſaid ye know that the prix. 
ces of the Geatiles exerciſe dominion over them , and they that are 
greateſt exerciſe authority apon them tut it ſhall nor be ſo among þ 
go0u, 5 Matt: 20,25. 26, X > af 
And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto them, Render unto Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſars and unto God the thing that are Gods, 6 Luk; 204 
21,22, 23 24+ 25, TR ack 
when bis Diſciples ſaw this (that there were non-con-formiuſts the 
.as well as now ) they ſ41d wilt thou that we command fire to come down 
&om heaven aud conſume them as Eliſha aid; But be turned and 
veluk'd them and ſaid ye know n0t what ſperit ye are of ; for the Son of 
minis not come to deſtroy mens lives but to ſave them, 7 Luk, g, 
<>, 456, ; ; {44 py 
. Hooked, when the ſpirit of truth is come tbe ſhall lead: you 5nto all 
truth, $ lo, 16.8. I'3., h | 
But now the anointing which ye baUVerecettued of him abides 5 you 
. .and you need not that azy man teach you (. much leſs impoſe upon 
any or reſtrain them from what any are perſwaded it leads - 
£0)bat as the ſame anoznting teaches you of all things andis truth and 
zs nolye, 9 10.1,cap2.9.27. = 
Dearly beloved avenge not your ſelves but rather grve place unto 
wrath ( much leſs ſhould any be wrath that are call'd Chriſti« 
ans where no occaſion is given ) therefore sf thyze enemy bunger 
feed bim, and if he thirſt, gtve bim Drink recompence no man evill 
for evill, 10 Rom, 12, 19. 20,21, th 
For thowgh we walk 17 the fleſh ( that is the body or viſible 
world). we do not war after the fleſh , for the weapons of our war 
fare are.not carnal, 11 2,Cor. 3.4. 5. (but Fines and Impri- 
ſonments are , and: ſ\uch uſe not the -Apoſiles weapons 
«2a emyloy thoſe) far s Bſbop 1, Tim, 3, 23, ( ſais Paul } 
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I ; (14)... 5 
muſt be of a geod behavious apt to teach, ro firiker, but be gentle un- 
to all men, patient, in meekneſs, in{[rutiing ( not Perſecuting ) 


rTepentanice tothe acknowledgment of the truth. 2 Tum. 2, 24. 25, 
_ _- Laſtly we ſhall ſubjoineone paſſage more, and then 10 
More of this particular : #hatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
| wnto you, do ye even ſa unto them, 13 Matt, J. 12, Luk. 6,31. 


Now upon the whole we ſeriouſly ask, whether azy ſhould 
'be impos'd upon or reflrain'd in matters of fanth and worſhip > whe- 
ther ſuch pratirſe become the Guſpell or are ſuitable to Chriſts meek 
provees and ſuffering doarinze 2 end laſtly, whether thoſe who are 
Peres guilty do to us as they would be done unto by others 2 
' What if any were once ſevere to you ; many are uncon- 
ecrn'd in chat, who are yer lyable ro the Laſh, as it they were 
nor, - But 1f you orice thought , the zmpoſutron of a Diretiory un- 
peaſonable and a reſtraint from your way of worſhip «achriſttan, can 
you believe that Liberty of Conſcience is. chang'd , becauſe the 
parties in points of power are > or that the ſame reaſons da 
"not yet remain in vindication of an Indulgence for cthcrs, 
that were once Emploi'd by you for your f{clves > Surely 
fuch conjeures would argue groſs weakne(s, 

Fo conclude , whether perſetuters at any time, read the 
S#riptures we know not 5 but certain we are, ſucb profiiſe as 
little of them as may be, who with ſo much delight can rec& 
hem, and think ir no ſmall acceſtion to the diſcovery of their 
Loyalty”, to lead us and aur properties in triumph after them, .. 


CHAP, IHIL 4 


. ©  Wefurther ſay, that Impoſition, Reſtraint, and Perſecution, 
ere alſo defiruftive of the great previledge of Nature, and privict- 
ple of reaſon of nature in three nfabcet 4cpu 

"7," Firſt, It God Almighty has made of one blood all Nati- 
$, aShimſcl{ has declar'd , 8 that he has given\chem borh 


tion 
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ences 


thoſe that oppoſe themſe[ves , if God peradventure will give them . 


\% 


£2 


(:155) 
proper to each , then where one 61a 


- 


of Liberty and ſo perverts ,the whole oraer of nature. ' 


— 


ſences corporal and intelleAuall, , £6, diſcern things and their 
differences, (6 as toafſert.or deny, tram ev idences aridreaſons 
: natts the Bief & disbelicf 

of any thing upon the reſt, or reſitains apy trom theexerciſe 

_ of their faith ro them indiſpenſible, {uch exalts himſelf” beyond 
bis bounds , en(laves bis fellow Creatures and ſo invades their right 


2, Secondly Mankind is hereby. rob'd of the uſe ard bes 


nefir of that in5ti»8 of a diety which is ſo varural to him, that 


he can be no more wirhout 1t, and be , then he can be with- 


out the moſt cf{cntiall. part of himfclf ; For to what ſerves 
that aiUize principle in the vniverſality. of mankind , if men be 


reſtricted by the preſcriptions of ſome indwvidvalls; *But'if 


the excellent nature of it, jnclines men to'God ,nor man; it che 
power of! accuſing and exculing is commired toitz ifthe 


troubled tlioughts aud ſad, reflcEtions of forlorne and dying 
mcn, make their tendency that a. way only 3 (as being hope- 


teſs of all other relief and {uccour from any" external- power: 


or command) what ſhall we ſay > but thar ſuch-as invallid 
the authority ot this heaven]y inſti , (as Impoſution and Re-' 


Fraint evidently do) deftroy nature, Ot what priviledge which men: 


are born with, and to 


© 3+. eAll naturall affeFton is defiroy 4 ; for thoſe who have'ſo: 


little renderne(s , as to perſccute men that cannor for Confet! 


ence ſake yeild chem compliance, manifeſtly a& in juriouſly ; 


to their tellow Creatures,, and conſequently are enemiesto 
Nature, for nature being one in all , ſuch as rut thoſe who are 


equally intitled with them( e Ves to ature, run it 18 them, as in-li- P 
berty property &c:& ſa bring the ftate of nature to the ftate of way, 


that great Leviathan of the times s ignorantly as boldly dos afſert.' 
2, | Bur ſecondly we alſo prove them deſtruvQive ot the 


noble principle of Reaſon, and that in theſe ten perticulers, | 


25 + Firſt, in that thoſe who ;mpoſe or refrain art uncertain of 
the truth ad juftifiableneſs of their aftions in enyber of this; their 
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. bumblyconcerve tis thus or it 15 xot, Since then they are-uncer« 


 aing and believing diſprivitedges them forever of thar re- . 


Bs es YO TG, 


we 


IE) - 


d confeſſions are pregiant in/Fances, where 


t they do. not pretend tobe infallible, only they 


* 


- eainandfallible , how can they impoſe upon , or reſtrain 0« 


thers whom:they are ſo far irom aſſuring , as they are nor a= | 
ble ro do ſo much. for themſelves; what #5 this but to impoſe az 


% 


{1 ; 4 OW SET | ol 4 * I ; 7 >] 1 8 : ©, 
of xs : 4 \ E » > - 
' pllerignfath. , upon ceriaen pena ltres ? | 


. -$;..-A$ hethar aRs doubtiully isdamn'd, ſo faith in all 
a&s.of Religion 1s neceſſary: now in order to believe, we 
muſt rſt pz//: ro pill, we muſt firſt judge; to judge any thing, 
frſenderſtazd , ifthen we cannot be ſaid unto «n+ 
things againſt our underfianding , no more can 


4 


7:4 


- We judge, will and believe againſt out underFiending,and if the 


doubter.be damn'd , whar mult he be thar con form'd , dire- 
Qly againſt his judgment and belief: and they likewiſe that re- 
quize ir from him; . In ſhore, thar may cannot be (aid tobave 


F-: ang Aehgien tht takes it by avother mans choice, not bis own, 
_ #7 $i; Y) 


neremen are litnirred in marters of Religion,there. 
therewards which are entail'd on the freea&s of men; are 


quizegvercbrown, arid ſuch as ſuperceed that grand Charter. | 
ot Liberty of Conſcience, fruſtrate all hopes of recompence, 
by rendringgheaR1Qns of men unavoidable; Bur thoſe think: 
Perhaps) they do yot dejFroy all freedom becauſe they take ſo much of 


$«.; Fiſthly, they ſubvert all true Religion , for where 
men belicve not becauſe it is true , bur becauſe they are re« 
quired ro do ſo , there they will unbelieve , not becauſe 'tis. 
falſe, bus ſo commanded by their Saperiors whoſe Authority, 
-r 1,0 00h Security obleige rhem rather to obey then , 

6,  Sixthly , they deludeor rather compell people_out of 


their erernall rewards, for where mcn are commanded ro 


a in reference to-Religion and can neicher be ſecur'd their 


rewards;,nox yet.ſav:d harmleſs from puniſhments, their (© 
FOMPEnce 


Lakted 2 nr 
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ompence which. is provided for the faithfall, Wy 
| 7. Seventhly , men have 'chtir Liberty: and'choired 
external matters, they are not compelld to mitrry this perf 
, to converſe with that,to buy here toeat there nor © flcep- 
der; yet if men had power to impoſe of reſtrain an any ciring] 
one would think it ſhould be in fact 'cxteriourigrarrers; 'bijg 
that this Libercy (ſhould be unqueſtion'd', and chavotrh 
 ininde defiroy'd ; ifſucs here, the it does wot wnbywitt-as, bur 
unmans us ; for take away #aderflanding Reaſon Fudgiuent an 
Faith and like Nebuchadrezar let as go graez with the” beaſts of the 
Field. We 3p? 2 Koni e 234 TA34 1; 
8. Eightly and laſtly, that which moſt of all blackens the 'buſs- 
eſsis PERSECHT ION, tor though it is very'unreaſonable 
{to require Faith where men-cannorchooſe bur donbr, yer af- 
ter all ro puniſh them tor diſobedience tis cruelty in the ab-f 
ral ; forwe demand, ſhall men'ſuffer for nor-doingiwhar 
they cannot do > Muſt they be perfecuted here'itrhey. do not 
{90 againſt their Conſcience, and puniſhed:kercafrer it they], 
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' jreaſonable, and that 'gives the cleareſt ſight of Perſecution, 
| {is till behind-, zamely the monſtrous Arnuments they bave to con- 
[Vince an Heretick with: Not thoſe of old, 'as ſpiritoall'as the 
Chriftian religion , which were :o admonrſb, wars, and finally p 
eje&-, bur ſuch as were emplor'd by the perſecuring. Fews and | 
(beathens againſt the great example of the world,& fuch as fol- 
low'd him; and by the inhuman Paprfts agajnſt our. firſt Refar-| 
{mers as clubbs, Faves, Rocks, pillories, preſons, dungeons, exiles| 
|. ina word Rurnto whole Families as if it were not ſo much! 
eherr deſign to convince the ſoul as to deftroy the body, | ++ || 
{ Tocoaclude, there muſt be an adequarion;and reſemblance 
berwixt all ends, and rhe means to them , now in this-caſe 
there can be none imaginable : the end #54he conformityof. our 
judgments and underfta dings to the afis of ſuch'as require it 4 #h 
mcans are fixes & impriſouments (and doubtleſs knocks to-boot) 
Now. what proportion or afſimulation theſe bear lev er 
C | _ . fober” 


Gen. 
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{Jo > Bur ncither is this all , for thar part that is yet moſt un-| 
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udge:, the underſtanding can. neyer be” conviric'd, ncr 
[properly ſubmir bue by ſuch arguments, as are rational per-| 
_ | jfrafrue wid ſuitable to its own nature: ſomthing that can re (ove 
| [its doubresz Anſwer irs objeQtions,, enervare irs propoſition 
Wt to.imaghn tboſe þarbarous New gate inflruments of clubbs, fines, 
riſons &c,with that whole troop of externall and dumb- materiatls 
of fare eſhowld be fit arguments to carvince the anderſta uding It cat- 
[fer atsſeruples, and finslly convert it to their Religion, is altoge- 
:. ther irrationall ,crucland impoſſible, Force may make an| 
| [Hipocrite ; ':is faith grounded upen knowledge and conſent that 
akes a Chriftian, And.toconclude,as we can never betray the 
+ honour of our conformity only due to truth by a baſe ang ti- 
morous hypocriſie to any cxtcrnall violence under hcaven,.fo 
- muſt we nceds ſay., unreaſonable are thoſe impoſers nhoſecure ';.o: 
"the impos'd or reſtrain'd from what may occur to them upon therr's c- 
(count , and moft inbuman are thoſe perſecutors that puniſh men fon; 
[0t obeying them tbough to.thetr. utter rutn, ST 7 | 
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x 


| | 
is WwW E next urge, thar force rn matters relating ta Conſcience 
| " * carryaplatn contradititon to Government in the nature, 


execution. and end Of 11, Rs | 
| By Government we underſtand, an externall order of Jul ice; 


or the xight' and prudent diſciplining of any ſociety, by Juſt Lans.. 
[either in the relaxation , or execution of them, 

.Þ 2; Firſ; ir carrics a contradidtion tro Government in the 

laatureof ir which is Juſtice, and rhar in chree reſpeRts.. - 

12, Iris the firſt Leſſon thac great Szzterifis, (0 much re- 
-tnowned by Philoſophers and C:Vi]tans learns mat kind, to co a5 

*., "Jozewould be doa to, fincehe thar gives whar he would not rake, 


| *r-takes what he would not give , only (hews care for himſclf 
burneither kindneſs nor juſtice lor another, = 
2, Second!y, the juſt nature of Goernment Hes ina fair and 6 
gn Tguall retribution ; BUY WHRALS can be morc uncguall , ther rac 
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bt, we are intituled a proteFiion from it. > F-12250 
| 3.. Thirdly, Itzs the Juftice of Government to' proportion pe- 


| is uorcaſonable and the inadequate as well as againſt parti- 


' 


[ces ir may be neither to execute the latter , they being [wited to 


LO _ ——_— 


| he'neccflities of Government '& yer tharrbey ſhonldinoron- 


 [8reat no Empire, fo vaſt but the Laws of them are reaſolve- 

able.into theſe two ſertes, or heads; of Laws fandamentall which 
pre zndiſpenſible and immuatable ; and Laws ſuperficiall which are 
[temporary and alteralle; and as it is juſtice and prudence tobe 
{puncuall in the execution of the former, fo by cercumſtan-|. 


— oo. 


cn ſhquld be rated more then rheir proportion , —— | 


y.reccive no proteCtion from it, but by it be diffciz'd of their) 
ear liberty and properties z we ſay to be compell'd to' pay; 
chat power, that excrts ic ſelf ro ruin thoſe thar'pay'ir,'or 
hat any ſhould be requir'd to enrich thoſe that ruin' them, 


lis hard and uneqvall.and therefore contrary tothe juſt narur 


f Government, If we muſt be contributaries tothe matntenance o | 


nalties to the crime committed, Now Manting our diflene to be 
la fault, yer the inflition of a corporall or eternall punifh-| 
cit for a meer mentall errour ( and that not voluntary roo) 


ular direQions of the Scriptures, For as corporall pennalries 
annor convince the underſtanding , So neither can they be] 
ommenſurate puniſhments, for faults purely intelleCtuall; 
nd for the Government of this world to intermeddle with 
what belongs to the government of another, and which'can 
have no ill aſpe@ or influence upon ut, ſhews more of inva- 
fton-then Right and Juſtice, GET IN 


Cy »* * : 


2, Secondly, tt carries a contrad;Hion to government in the 
execution of it , which 1s prudence atd that tn thefs enflances, 
_ ; The ſtate of the caſe is this, that there is no Republick fo] 


| 


be preſent conveniericy and emergency of Fate ;, as the prohibi- 
c40n of Cartle our of /reland , was judg'd of -advantage to the! 


Farmers of Exelazd, yet a fammin would make it the geod of 


{che whole , that the Law ſhould be broke , or at leaſt rhe £X-\ 
ccution.of it ſuſpended ; that the Law of reſtraint in point 


of 


a 


en 


2 FP Fre 2 C20,)  - "if | 
_ of Conſcience is of this number: we may farther manifeſt» 
and the imprudence of thinking otherwiſe. For , Firſt; if thi 
ſaying were as trueas tis falſc ; No Biſhop no King. ( which 
admitrs of various readings, as no decimating Clergy oy no per 
|ſecation ne King, ) we ſhould be as filent , as fome would have 
us bur the confidence of their aſſertion andthe impollicy of} 
ſuch as believe it, make us to ſay , that a greater injury cannot 
be done to the preſent Government, For if ſuch Laws and 
shabliſhments are fundamenrall , they are as immutable 
nankiod ir ſelf, bur that they are as alterable as the: con- 
jectures and opinions of Governours have been , is evident : 
ſince the ſame fundamentall indiſpenſible Laws and pollicy of theſ, 
Kingdoms bave-ftill remain'd through-Uariety of oppoſite Ruling 
opinzous and judgments, and disjoynt: from them all, There- 
fore to admit ſuch a fixation to temporary Laws muſt need 
be highly imprudenr and deſtructive of the efſentiall parts 0 
he doe theſe Counties. | 
2. Secondly, that ſince there has been a rime of conni- 
{Vance & that with no 11] ſucceſs to publique affairs, it cannor 
be prudence to diſcontinue it unleſs it was imprudence before 
0 give ir, and ſuch :ttle-deſerve it that thinkſo, © | 
3. Thirdly, Difſenters nor being conſcious to themſelves 
df any juſt forfeirure of that favour are as well ſerv'd in 
heir-reſentments of this alteration , as the contrary did ob- 
lige them to very gratefull acknowledgments, 
-, 4. Fourthly, this muſt bedone to gratifie all, or the 
greatc}t part or but ſome few only ; it is a demonſtration all 
arenor pleas'd withit; that the greateft number is. not , the 
empty publique auditories will ſpeak in ſhor t,how ſhould either| 
| {do, when {ix parties are ſacrifis'd, to the ſeventh ; that this 
cannot be prudence , common maximes and obſervations) 
prove... | | 
5. , Fiſchly, Ir ſtrikes fatally at proteſtant ſincerity, for will 
the Papiſts ſay, did ProteFants exclaime again# us, f or perſecu-| 
© tors and ave they wow the men themſelvs, was it an. inſtance of 
Eun weaknej's, 


— 
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weakneſs in aus veligies and po Fc #tion in theirs have they 
trarſubF4ntiaed itfrom: anticoriflus 8.0630 Chriftian mer 
ſelves > let perſerwtorFanſwer,s 0 10/11 201 7 
6. Sixtily, It is Bot a7 example MAI vet vo Hb 
nifts to nfl de tht reform'd Meck abroad , for when they-feo 
their $.(6e oye ror alte wes emer ae 
example ofPr teſtaites, #d them{burnow: 
C79) doubtleſs "xy will revive cheir ervehy1' 10949 21 28 
*$eventhly, THovrrtarys the very 'cdoupd of the) Phote lants- 
cd from ws , for if men tauſt"be xeſtrain'd vpon (pretens 
ded-prudentiall con fiderations; from the exarciſeofrheir cor 
ſcience in Englanit why tor the fame' $6 Fraicey(Hollaad, 13ui1. 
many, Conttanti le Bees ' where 'enattets' of Stare may-q vale - 
ly be pleaded, This makes Religion” State-Pollicy 3-a6d {ache 
Re: worthip ſubſervient to thi hutmorsaHd inwrefts of Supes 
rigrs. Such dorine wonld have prevented'our! Anocſhors: ves 
trear ; and we wiſh ic be nor the beginning ofa back marcty 
for, ris  ſhrewdly to be ſuſpeRed, where Religion KTuized to 
che Government, and Confcienceto it '$icohveniency* 1!) .! 

8. Eightly, Viceis incourag'd, for'itlicentious: peefous; 
{ce menot vercue moleſted for rifles in opinion, that areo- 
therwiſe moſt ſerviceable ro rhe Common-wealth:zthey:may 
and will inferriic js berter for them to be as they are; fingenor 
£0 be demure as they call it, is halt 'way ro tharkind of: Accom- | 
. pliſhmene which procures preferment, 

9. Ninthly,'ſach perſons as are ſo poor (piriteed” as-tot 
rruckle under. ſuch reſtraints , whae: conqueſt tis there overt 
them that before thy were confcieatious menandinaw!Hipoa 
crits; who fo forward ro be aveng'd of them thatbrougherhis 
guile upon them as they themſelves 3 and how-can' the/im- 
poſers be ſecure of their friendſhip, whom they: have caught 
ro cNange with the tunes? | Mar 19 

Tearhly, ſuch Laws arefo far from benefit cinly thay 
Coldibay, that the execution of them will beftine! aſſor'druige: 


oft in Mie Revenues 2 and conſequently in ir the Peay of it: for! 
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as ante; anion will be of trade; ſ& 
_of wealth, in the end of fireng OD and it both kinds 
" ofvelic fail z:mes the prop of opal, 1 *y moneys the Fay of Mo- 
Pax ovee x. thes 4s requiring. mercenaries.s that | as baving freemen 
liſa $eehe-lactat of England: tis true the. Preefts get) 
wgkiabare but for a ume) bur the Ling 4% People looſes 
" astheevent will rw. - 
43, aBleventhly, Ic ever was the prudence of wiſc Magiſt- 

| rates"to obleige their. people, bur. whar comes. ſhorter of it 
.. then (are en 2. whar's.dearer. to chem then the Liberty of 
:Conlcience >. wheat cganor; they berter ſpare then it > 


=» con6ifis.in the, cajoymenr of it. ,,And* he that by - 
-empliance has loſt itcarrics his penalty abour with h1m,and 


 15his-own priſon, Surely ſuch-praQiſes muſt rehder the Go- 
atuncafic, and, begert agreardiſreſpeR ro the governe 
| Quan chehearts ofche people. 

- ©/12z./ Twelfthly;/bur Hh Ay which concludes our. pritdenezall 
pare, ſhal}bethis, that aticr-)l cheir panes and good-willto, 
fretch men to their- meaſure, they, never will be able t6 ac- 
_compliſhebcir end;.and it he be an unwile, man that provides 

means where. he deſigns; no end,, how: neer. is he kin to him 

of thar-propoſes- ancnd 4nobtainable; Expericnce. has told us 
(::4: bow inveRtive. it: haymade the impas'd. ( 2.) Whac 
.diftrations have inſued;{uch attempis..( 3, ) Wheat re- 

... proach has follow'd tothe Chriſtian Religion whcn the pro- 

' + teſlor$-qt/3r;have/us'd, aycorrcive power upqn. Conſcience, 
 Andlaſily chat: force DEVEE. YE made cit} 4 good. C hriſtizn 
'ca-g06d SubjeRs11. 

-iK3, Thirceenchly.& lafily, Fines oe proceedings weargue 

7% joe are;prov'd fo defiructive of the juſtice and prudence 

p'  * ofgovernment, weovghr the leſs ro wonder that they ſhould! 

"hold ghe-fame-malightty again zke end of it, which is'felici- 
ns Gadethe wonder would. be'to. find it otherwiſe, a5 this, 
 Hevident from theſe t}.rce briefconſiderations., Rl 


4142 Þo, 7 Fir Peace, ( the end af warr : and Gororrmetir rand 7 its 
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_ greathappinefs too) would be broken by the frequent tumul- 
vary diſturbances that will enſue the diſquieting our meet- 
ings & the eſtrecting the fines upon our Goods & Eſlates: and 
what theſe things may iſſue in it, concernes the civil Magift- 
rate to conſider, 2 Rs 

2. Secondly Plenty ( an other great end of Government) 
will be converted into poverty by the diftruQion of ſo many 
ehouſand families as refuſe compliance and conformiry;, 7 
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3. Thirdly Unity ( nor the leaft bur greateſt end of Go2 


vernment is beaſt) for by ſeeking an unity of opinion (by the 
waies intended ) the unity requiſit to uphold us as a Civil So- 


ciery will be quite deſtroy'd, . And ſuch as. relinquiſh thar ro | 


they are unwiſe), will infallibly 
looſe both in the end. $4 Mgt He ms rt 
- In ſhorc we ſayzthat 'eis unreaſonable we ſhould not be en- 
tcrtain'd as men becauſe fome think weare not as GoodChri- 
Kians as they prerend to wiſh us, or that we ſhould be de- 
rivdofour Liberties and properties who neverbroke the 
| 0d that gave them to us : what can be harder then torake 
that ſrom us by a Law which the great indulgence and folt- 


get the other: (beſides that 


_ tude of our anceſtors tooke ſo much pains to entale upon us 


by Law: An: 18, Edw. 3. ſtat. 3. alſo Stat. 20. Edw. 3. 


E.: L.-again -petition of Right An: 3. Car, and more full T8 _ 


Magna Charta further peruſe 37, Edw. 5. cap, $, 28. 42. Edw, 
3, cap. 3. 2:8, Hen, Cap. 7.. - Lo de et koi 
And weare perſwaded that ng temporary ſubſequenriall 
Law whatever to our fundamentall Rights (as this of force 
on Conſcience is.) can invalid fo eflenziall a part of the Go- 
vernment as Liberty. & Property; Nor that it's in the power 
otany owearth, to deprive us of them,till we have firſt done je 
our ſelves by ſuch enormious fa&s as theſe very Laws prohi- 
bir and make our foriciture of a benefit we ſhould receive by 
them, dV 449 4 | _ my Ls F | 
To this we {hall add ſeveral Anthorities and Teſtimenies 


for further conbrm3tion of our ſenſe of the matter, and roler 


kmpoſcrs | 


w WO of] 
impoſers ſce that we arenot the only perſons who have imz 
| pleaded Perſecution and juſtified Liberty of Conſcience ay 


wy 


hrifhian and rational, 
| GUST YE 

A Brief coletion of the ſenſe of the greateſt wiſcſt and 
Al Common-wealths, Kingdoms, and' particular 


' 2. Eirſk, though Jews above all people had the-moſt to 
ſayfor impoſition or reftraint within their own Dominionsz 
having their Religion inftirured by ſo many ſignall proofs of 
a divine originall and ipfticution , it being deliver'd tothem 
by the hand of God himſelf, yer ſuch was their indulgence 
co diſſenters that it they held the Noathicall principles teng- 
ing tothe acknowledgment of one God and a juft life, they 
had the free exerciſe of their diſtin& words or waies of wor- 
ſhip which were numerous: Of this theirown Rabies are 
witneſſes, and Grotius out of them. | 

2, Secondly, the Romans themſelves as ſtrict as they were 
not, only had 30000 Godas (if Farro may be credited ) bue 
almoſt every family of any note had its diſtin Sacra or pe- 
culiar way of worſhip, * $5 PBS 
- 3... Thirdly, it was the ſenſe of thar (then) in Comparable: 
Cato in_SaluF that among other things which ruin any Go- 
vernment , went of freedom of ſpeech or mens being obleiged to - 
humor times , #65 great ve; whichrvwe find mage good by the 
Flowrentine republick as Guicceardine telates, © © vs 
= Foprebly; £20 tels us,it was a wonder that Humbals 
Armyconſiſting of divers Nations, divers bumours, differing ha-' 
bits , contrary Religions, Various Languages, ſhould live 13. years- 
from thetromsu Country under his Command rape 4 0 much as once- 
mutining either azgsnF# their General or among themſelves, Bur 
wharLspy relates for a wonder that ingenious Marqueſi Virgilio 

— Y | |  Adaiverz 


Brc: Qy 
NA en 


is faies oF 

Hannt ball, but how great ſoevet he was 11 ej ne it 0 pe 
riery of hamors in the Army. For ( Adds he) Romes v4 
was ever leſs given to Matining when joyhed wWarh": —__ 
 Auxiliaries —_ zntively Roman; thus: "Much, arid more/in 
publique diſcourſes upon Cornelitis Taridernt rn das, 0k 

5. Fifrhly, the ſame ſtazely Tarites. telf nointhe Caſe of 
.Cremtias, that it had been rhe intereſt of T!ferins mot ts: have 
puniſhed him in as much as curiofity is begotr by*reftri@on 
ot Liberty to write or ſpeake , which-never miſt of proſelitss. 

6. Sixthly, 1«#, Martin, I'wiltorbear to" quote in teſſe. 
ren this two whole apolog ys dedicated to Bb] dra and Mb- 
us Pius 2ST take 1t--- wy BD 

7. ey Tertullias that EEddined and Jidiciogs Ap- 
poll2giſs plainly tells us.that trs a0t the property of Relygion to: Com- 
p11 and perſecate for R:1ig104 , (he ſhould be atcepred* for her 
ſeltnor tor force; that-- being a poor and beggerly one, thiat-- 
has no better Argument-- ro Convince, anda manijeſt- ev 
dence of her Superſticion and falſhood); * - * 

8. Eightly,of this we rake thenine months Raigne of thi 
E :nperor /ovianus to be ar excellent demonſtration; whoſe 
oreut--Wiſdom & Admirable prudence in granting 2 iptteraticn 
(expreſsly ſaying ke would have* hone moleſted in the-Px- 
crciſe of their Religious worſhip 5 'Calm'd the tmperuous 
ſtormes of difſention betwixt rhe Hoimnouſinns and <Arriarisjand 
reduc'd the whole Erppire before-agitared with all kindsof 
Commorions during; the Raign of ConFabiine Conflantiaspand 
{ulizn,co a wonderfall ſecurity! 8% peace, 5 Soerates 'Scholaſtion 
8ffirmes, 24. TH 


'E © ©, 1 *Ninthly 


rey nj 
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//;9. *Ninchly,chae 1 Mele Kingoo org t had n0leſs then or. 
_ "df worth ſs 88 Euj Euſebrus Our. bf phity Res & Yoſephux hes: 
Eh 19, ' Tenthly, Add here Jer mebring in hone Chaucer: 
> whoſe matter. i: d ior. his Poerry ) heartely affects mc: 


wasin a timewhen Priefts wereas tich, and dag: as they are 


h | d (Calevoeo MAE, 
gf PH e time was once, $0 may rotary 494in, 
=. : (for oft may happenthat bath beer fray 
When Shepbeards bad none Inberitance I arte {ani 
?(; 32of Land, non fee inſufference, > © .\ 
6 what might axiſe of the bare Sheep, In 
+ (were it more or leſs ) which they did keep.. _ 
well Jw1is wal it with ſhepbear ds. tho: 
« ought baving , nought ſear.d they to fargo, 
Io LAN bumfelf was thers. Inhexttauce , 
azd little them ſerv'd for their mainteRanch, 
The ſbepbeaxas God ſo well them Guided, 
that of nougbt were they unprovided, 
Butter enough , Hony, Milky and Whay, Yard 
-. (dtheir F Flock fleeces themto array. WE PN; 
Bu trab3 of zyme. and long Proſperity, ., .. 
( that nurſe of vice , this .of in ſolency,), _ 
Eulled the ſhepheards5n ſuch ſecurity, _ ; 
., that 101 content with Loyall abeyſarce , op 
| Somegan ape for agreed: oVernanee, HS 
... and mat Leng ac Fit Potentates 26 93-5 
, Javers of Loraſhips and trowblers of States. INE 
tho gan ſhepheards ſwajnes to Jrok. aloft,.. OED 
 eArdleaue to live hard, and learn tolio g ſoft, - — 
; though: unter colour of Shephzar ds ſome zble, - 
There erept 1 in \Nolves full of fraud endg wile ,, 
that often deVour'd their own ſhe 


edund oem Shepheard that did jhem keep 


ahis | 


. — 
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| : (.27-). 
.” #þis wat the firſt force of the Shephearas farrow, 
. That now wil be quit with bale , nor borrow. 


iz, Whoknows not that our firſt Reformers were great 
Champions for Liberty of Conſcience » a$ WicKlif in his Remon- 
trance tothe Parliament, The Albrgenſes to Lewis the 11 and 
112 of France , Luther tothe ſeverall Dyets Under Fredrick and 
Cbarles the fifth ; Caluin to Francis the firft, and many of our 
Engliſh Martyrs as the. poor Plowmars famous Complaznt 1 
Foxes Martyralogy &c. EFEP ESI 
2; The preſent; affairs of . Germany, Plainly: tell us thae 
gllcration. is the preſeryation of their ſtares 3 theconrary 
having formerly almoſt quire, waſted them, © | | 
13, Theſamein Frazce: who can beſo ignorant of their 
Stor ys; as, not'to, know that Henry the fourth , his timely 
Izdulgance, and the diſcreet Tolleretion of Richliag and Mara- 
rein ſaved that Rinzdon from being ruin'd both by the Sperr- 
ards; and oneanothers, _ TEES Hh FD 
14. Holland, then which, what place is there ſo improv-- 
ed in Wealth, Trade and powcr ,chiefly owes it to ber Tndulganee 
7n matires of Faith and Worſhip, = 
.15-.. Among the very Manhomitatrs of Turky and: Perfias 
what variety of op:z0ns , yet what #xity and Concord is there? 
we meane.In.maccers of a Dinar 58 w” n 
. 16, .It was the opinion of that great, Maſter 'of the ſexten-' 
ces ; Domenicas Sato , that every manbad A maturall right toin-+ 
fxult others in things that ave good & and be may teach the Goſpett* 
1ruths alſa ; but cannot compell any to believe them , only he may ex- 
plarne them , and to this ( ſeys he) every man bas a right, aSinhis- 
4Sen: Diſt..5,.yu- 1. Arl. 10.Pag. 115.7. Went 
17, Strifes avout Religiqn ſaid Tudicious and*learned Gro- 
trus,, are the moſt pernicious ard defirufirve, where proviſion is 
20}, made for Diſſenters: the contrary moſt happy; As in Muſtouy - 
he further ſays upon the eccafion of Campanells thatwnot a r1- 


| 4 lg w_ 8 
gidl bat esjy Government ſuits Le# with the Northren  phople; heef- 
ren pleads the relaxation of temporary Laws to'be reſona- 
bleand neceſſary, As in caſe of the Curatu and Horatu, and 
#ahrw#ite/anm;. and others ſtinted to. time'and place, as the 


Jemiſh Jays &c.. Pali Maxims D.42718. 78. 98. 
:18z Great:Sir walter Raleigh tells us; that the 'way/for 


Magidaarorh governe well and'gain the efteeme of cheir Poo 
ple, is to Governe by Piety , Juice , Wiſdom; and a Gentle antl 
moderate Carriage tow 5 them: ahd'thar diſturbance attends 
thoſe States, where men areraiz'd or depreſs d by Patios, See his 
obſervatians;; and :maximes of State, _ 

19. 1{1 miſtake nor, the French and Dutch Proteſlants Infoy 
| cheir Seperated ways of worſhipIn 'Lodor, if not in othgy 
parcs bf cheſe Lands without moleſtation ;'we do the like 
in remote Countrys , but not in our 07, * | 

20s This muſt aecds be rhe meaning of the learned Door 
to his-4ng Abel #udjents, in their juJicions diatogue abour 
the ttadombarall Laws of the Kingdoms, when he ſays, thar 
ſuch Laws as .bave not their foundation in Nitare, Falice ankl 
Reaſon are wad Ip eo! o fafo, . And neither Perſecution of reſtraint 
-Upon Con cience xn, _piax with cither , 2 ler ce Empatts; 


all: 9g lib, 1. chap. 6, 
Dofox Hammond himſelf , and the aha Patron of the 


Zngli Charch was.{o far from urging the Legality of reſtrifi- 
on.in marcers.relacingtoC Conſcience, that he writ, argu'd and 
teks upan hisdying bed h his ſenſe tothe Coatrary; - As the Zu- 
eathiaNie :mighchave been pleas'd to obſetve; but that In- * 

{094 an the, ways. the Daflor exborting bis payty Hat to ſer 
a ddiſolace thoſe then 1 the F 31 verſity'y or ta Perſecute them, for ahy 
matter of Religious difference. 

22; '. Tharia'Perſgn ofng'lcſs ability a the.77Hh Proteſtant 
Ghurchgid the ſame, {mean D: ler: Taylor, \ his whole ai(- 
<quriea/likeripet Propheſy, is a, maſe pregnant Jee3nftration. ak 


23,.+ It was the ſaying of a perſon once » 00 grear ro be 
| Nam'd 


c : ( 29 ) "ſs ET SF 

Nam'd Now; That liberty of Conſcience i every mans Natural 
Right ,61d be who 1s depri'd of it > is a Slave tn the midft of the . 
greateſt Liberty : A ad Fn 2 every manſbould ds as be would by. - 
* done to , ſuch only dont deſerve tobave tt, that wont gruent, 
24. Andlaftly let me add ( as whar is, or ſhould be now 
ok more force ).the ſenſe. of King lames , aud Charles the firft, . 
Men fam'd for their great naturall abilities , ang acquir'd. . 
Learning ; that 20 max ought to be puniſbed for bis Religion nor di-'. 
Sturh'd for bis Conſcience, in thad st#s the duty of every mantd 
gfve what be wowld Receive, And inthe laſt Kings advice to ' 
« the Preſent King ,.he ſayes, Take heed of aberting any. 
© faQrionsz your Partiall adbearing to ANT ONE SIDE | 

6 gains you not fo great advantages in ſome mens hearts (who - 
© are prone ta be of their Kings Religion)as itloſerh you in others, . 
who think themſelves & heir proteſſion firſt diſpis'd, then 
perſecuted by you. Fa ©: $2 
Again, beware of exaſperating any Faltions by the Croſpeſsy .. 

82d aſperitte of ſome mens Paſſions,, humours,or private epzons . 
smployed by you, grounded-only upon their difference in lefſet , 
matters, which are but the skirts and Suburbs of religion, | 
wherein a Charitable conmuente and Chriftian toleration often _ 
& fipates thezr ſirength whom rougher oppoſition fortifiess 
4nd puts the deſpiſed and oppreſſed partie, into ſuch combinations | 
25 may moſt enable them to get A full (rage 03. thoſe they count . 
their Perſecutors , who are commonly afliſted Ly that Vulger 
Commiſeration, which attends all that are ſaid to ſuffer under the | 

notton of Rel: gon. aa/2} Pony 

_ Alwayes 


cep up, SOLID PIETY and thoſe funda- . 
mentall Trurhs(which, mends bocki hearts and lives of men). . 
with Imparttall favour aid Juſtice, Your Prerogative 1s . 
beſt ſhown and cxercis'd in remittiag , rather then exaft> 
ing the rigour of the Laws; there being nothing worſe than *' 
Legall Tyranny. 3 be 
We 5 Now 
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comiving 
oy , Is 
#n Aſſembly of. 
faxen in thoſe. nLicy _ odj Ba 
their praiſe , whom he di 


Tit Negri Cþ/ 45; 
om theibady of Thin 5 | 
Me my bly, Correale oy meets. C0007 07] - : 
wp Relgran & Toe ph H ponent ga 6 
we. ſenters, {orhowentn ture age ow, 
wid rs = fe, hes fin aj trriſe of Me ioes 
ſpire & zhey zh to be be fnfpee fe drone drag This Ye 


ing the true, explanation of che” rearms/ ofthe AﬀtgwR PLOF:; 
ceedtoſhow how, ynrea ſonab!y they ate applyedts. Wo! fc 

{Ke uorths F=q 0) many ine blo-Marks, nd Ghar... 
260008 ſert tointorea bs of each other 4 phi Now: 
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4 we uae $766 "IN to mean n what it'f) bas; and thatthe - 
Law concludes no man obo pon conjectures, bur {rom the 

deteQion of ſome fault , w m our ſelves altogether un- 
concern'd \n;that word Seditious, becauſe” ewas never our pra- 
Riſc in words , or a&ions to diſturb the Governmers;, or ſug- 


ef&:Brinceples Phat mig bt batch Con{[piractes, or feed the Vulgar 
Sth ) diſafieBooy; ? a thes " > Rltbre: bur Llore the Kings:coming 


a 1n, and ever fince; notwixhſtanding our” frequent 
fl TING we ve made'it our buſineſs to beale Anmeſities, Preach 
forgiOeneſs ant Charity amongſt men,and that they would by an 
hearty repentance turn to God, rather then hunt ater revenge | 

h oneatother; therefore. we affert. we have not done one © 


og car aye prou'd Seantuons | in the ſcyſc above men=- * 


£10n'd, 
wt: - Thar we-ate firangers to Conventicles is moſt eviden t, 


"mE fot Whererhe parrathar render it ſuch, are wanting, there can 


ſlembljes,appears. 


"aro1oraryns! gone ma pane. arc inour A 


war: Eatin then) pv Nd [ People. 3. Nor are they rio- 


| tous, Os or otherwiſe immodeſt, or immoral! ; bur 


oilt ” purpoſe 16-:difwade perſons from ſuch 'impicties ; ſo / 
Ie Wwe ave clear in. the Interpretation, of the Law. 13.H. 
8.792 -Iydand1g9. H ALT AED na ih rhe ſenſe ofthe fa- | 
! thee Ty 

F F1 Seflrits; is a word » that whoever has but” confidence n 
wh t©ooncrithimſelf.in he Right , by conſequence wants = 
ro Tappoſe checompary .intbe wrongs and call him a 
 ;bitr©tiis is bra begging of the Quielt bn ;*For to ſay- + 
Ke co dere oo ong anon fuch » nor dos the AR : 


gion, 


bt 


mall; 2, Neither are they private” 


# 7. 1 


oy ind yt oh 


the Att v upon 


der Sed:tious Ones from wh ich we hav op ner learn ade ! ih 5 
ſclues On "2 
That we meet under colour and pretence , and not really to: "ih 

worſhipGod we deny , and none can prove. *Twere bigh'in- © - "Was 
chariry to affirm poſitively this or that PRO: mere 'on! i 
under a colour of Religion , hay unlefs rhe hadſo rico = 
it ſelf, wecongne Runge and.impe wh ratbye-4} 
thority thar ROE UG wo Jew 
the King Lords and Conan by the : Following w 
ther manner then according to the Liturgy of th 
England mcant thar ſuch meet under a pretence that did nor 

_ conform to that worſhip; fince the precedent words ſay un- \. 
der colour or pretence of any" exerciſe ofReligiowint othier 
manner &c, So that thi ecbnly fri ar who-arernor Ne 
ccere diſſenters bue that are fuch with «'difigne"t fearry' 
an.other end, ' Upon the whole, {irice'n by 
thar we meet only 1 net a colour of Relipion',.& 1 hens. 
regards only ſuch pretences;' an other ſhould bemadecthar cx- 
preſsly.ena@s our meetings to'be Sedirious, SeRarianor Tiichas 
are fincere. diſſenters vs. bh legalt ly beperſetuted! fotirheir 
mectings, Penall Laws (Rolla b Ns and if contigtlc 
ſhould be to the moſt candidſenſe forthe 'offendee,: ' 

In ſhort we ſay, and by itler our Intentions In our-whele 
diſcourſe be meaſur'd that we do notdefine any difſcnters, 
whoſe quarrell or difent is rather Civill & Pollitticall, then 
Religious and Concientious ; for both we rcally think ſuch 
vn worthy of ProteQion from the Governments who ſeck the 
ruin of it ; and that ſuch as are Contributorys ro the preſer- 
vation of it ( though diſſenters in point of Faith ) are vaque- 
RionaPly Jules to2 Progettion | from Y 
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PHearors of the Breſs.are. ſo. numerous. , that to make am 
«tf L Ereotas jeage almpſ}co double.che-pa Fs which would be. 
.oegrnhraig 7.one.with balſe th: miſtakes; would 


rthe'too, 4 reſen-tpchargps rh/orher. ball, upon the" hilt 


cer. Inſhore, the Author £x eas the C Common'Ci- 
Tikeyol accepring che:Common excuſe ,yta true one, (012): 
.ehe Printers overtight, And the Aughors pr car"diftance from 
:Bhe:Breſs:;Lhepſcours was conceived wi the EGS ſhould! 
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